THE great revival IN THE HARRINGTON, WASHINGTON AREA 

By Rev. B.P, Wilson 

When one drives by Harrington, Washington most are unaware 
that at one time it was the area of a great and important Revival. 

It exerted as great or greater influence on the Northwest of any 
Revival that seems to be known. It was not a two or three day affair. 
It was not a mere programmer series of meetings. It was a mighty 
moving of the Holy Spirit. Like a stone thrown into the water; it 
caused waves that theoretically never stop. 

Many are unaware that there was such a Revival. Some that 
were involved are still living. Much time and effort has been .given 
to preserve the information. This information is especially val¬ 
uable to those who have never seen or experienced true Pentecost. 

Many now are benefited by this Revival and are totally unaware of 
it. 

It is evident that this was the result of God moving in many 
hearts in different places. There have been different Revivals 
that have exercised great influence. It is not the thought, to 
say that one is more important than another, but to call atten¬ 
tion to this particular Revival. 

In order to get an understanding of the background it will be 
necessary to refer to Spokane; however this Revival centered in 
the Harrington area. There may have been others involved. We are 
informed of an Evangelist Ryan, who conducted a great Pentecostal 
meeting in Spokane early in 1907. People heard about it all over 
the Northwest. 

Some of the ministers who had an important part at-‘a later 
time in the Spokane area were: Rev. D.W. Raines, Rev. J.G. Lake, 

Rev, C.C. Douglas, Rev. Frank Gray, Dr. Chas. Price, Mrs. Price, 
and J.E. Rasmussen. There were others of whom we have no infor¬ 
mation . 

The first to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit from 
LATAH in Spokane was a Bro. Born. He was the grandfather of the 
present Assistant Superintendent of the Northwest District of the 
Assemblies of God (1981). He received the Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit about March 12, 1907. 

When the people near LATAH heard the good news they received 
it gladly. They then had a regular prayer meeting in the Pittman 
home in which several were filled with the Holy Spirit including 
Mrs. Pittman. 

The following quotation was written by Rose Pittman Lowing 
as a part of a personal history for the family. Erma Crabb (Mrs. 

A.B.) is the niece of Pittman, Rev. &Mrs, A.B. Crabb kindly 

granted me permission to print this quotation and provided some 
of the pictures used. 


“In March 19^7 my father came home from town one day with a 
paper called "Apostolic Faith" that someone had given him. It was 
published in Los Angeles, California and told all about the out¬ 
pouring of God's Spirit at Azuza Street. Father was much en¬ 
thused over it and asked me to read the paper to them after supper. 
Everyone was anxious to hear as it was something so new. While 
I was reading my mother was all absorbed and in prayer - finally 
she spoke up and said, "Oh, it's the Lord, it s the Lord." I 
didn't know what to make of it myself, as it was all so strange, 
but Cora Fritsch, my girlfriend, who was visiting us at the time. 





Pastor & Mrs. D.W. Raines 




• V 

• « 










took it very seriously, and said to me, ''If God wanted to speak 
through me in other tongues, I'd be glad to let him do it." 

All the things that we had read about became our chief 
conversation during the next few days and we were much in pray¬ 
er that we might be led of God concerning these things. We 
had heard that a certain minister who had been filled with the 
Spirit, and had held a series of meetings in Salem, Oregon, had 
now come to Spokane, Wa^sh. and was conducting cottage prayer 
meetings and would investigate whether it was of God or not. 

Our neighbor, Bro. Born, a hungry child of God, said,"I shall 
go with you." The two went on their way. One of the first 
services they were in, God’s power was mightily manifested, 
many were slain under the power and five received a most glor¬ 
ious Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Bro. Born being one of them. 

That convinced father that the work was of God and he was happy 
to come home and tell us the good news, but Bro. Born had "the 
good news". He came home filled and just a "Hallelujah" or 
"Praise the Lord" from his lips made us know of a surety that 
it was real. As father so joyfully told us what he had seen of 
the workings of the Holy Spirit in the meetings, our hearts be¬ 
came so hungry for the same. 

Mother finally decided she would go to Spokane on Wednesday 
morning and attend these services. My sister Emilie, Mrs. Born, 
Cora Fritsch and I said we would go too, so this was our plan. 

We could hardly wait for the day to come. Tuesday evening our 
neighbor called on us. Naturally we told him all about what 
God was doing. Before he left, mother handed him the Bible 
saying,"Bro. Zimmerman, Please read a portion of scripture and 
we shall have prayer together before you go home." He took the 
Bible and read and then said,"Now let us pray and wait upon God 
until he does something for us." He led in prayer and when he 
finished my mother began to pray with great earnestness and em¬ 
phasize. She didn't pray long, but what she said was prompted 
by the mighty power of God who was already beginning to work with 
in her. In a few minutes she was gloriously Baptized with the 
Holy Ghost and was speaking in tongues in a language she had 
never known. She knelt there, her hands lifted towards heaven, 
her face shining with the Glory of God, and Oh, so happy. We all 
stood around singing and praising God and watched mother, for we 
could not understand. Finally I said to father, "Does mother 
know what she is doing?" He answered with a smile, "Why yes, I 
think she does." We were so happy and rejoicing over the things 
that God was doing. When mother got up and walked over to my 
brother Joe's wife, put her arms around her as she was praising 
God, as she let go Mary fell to the floor under the power of God. 
She then came to some of the others who stood close to me. As 
she got closer to me I felt wave after wave of God's power going 
through my being. I tried to hold on to the back of the chair 
to keep from falling, but finally I could not hold on any longer. 
I fell to the floor, and as soon as I did that, I was made to 
realize that I was in the hands of the Lord. The power of God 
was mightily upon me. I began to pray, I wanted what God had for 
me, though I hardly knew how to ask. This was something so 
different, God was so near. Finally He began to speak to me, 
saying,"Are you willing to give up all for me?" I said, "Yes Lord 
I am," and He spoke 'Are you willing to give up all for me?" I 
replied "Yes Lord, take all just give me Jesus," and the third 


time he asked me the same question, and I answered,"Lord take 
everything, only let me have Jesus." Then a Holy hush came 
over me, the only way I know how to describe it is, that it 
seemed like a Dove of Peace settled down deep within my soul 
and I was overflowing with the blessed H^ly Spirit. He with¬ 
in me began to speak forth words in another tongue, which 
only the Spirit knew. It was marvelous to lie there and let 
God, the Holy Spirit speak through lips of clay, the wonderful 
mysteries of God. One of the most precious things that was 
deeply impressed on my heart by the Spirit was,"Jesus is coming 
soon.’’ Words are inadequate to tell just what that meant Co 
me, it was real, oh, so real and precious. 

After a time of rejoicing and praising God, we retired, 
however sleep was far from me. As I laid there in bed I could 
sense the nearness of the coming of the Lord. I want to S'ay 
right here that not only was this message of His soon coming 
given to me at that time, but to thousands of others later on, 
who also received the wonderful Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit speaking through little children as well as older 
people, as soon as they were Baptized saying "Jesus is coming 
soon." I firmly believe it was the message of the hour from 
God's Holy Spirit to man more than fifty years ago. It's sad 
to say there has been a slumbering and a sleeping among God's 
people, as well as the world, through the years. Some day soon 
we will hear the cry, "Behold, the Bridegroom coraeth,go ye out 
to meet Him." Blessed will be those who have oil in their 

vessels as well as their lamps. 

We did not go to the meetings in Spokane as we had planned, 
for God met us at home and satisfied the longing of our hearts. 
The next night we had our weekly prayer meeting in our home. 

All day long that Holy quietness stayed with roe. I did my work 
around the home as always, but I said very little, as I was 
afraid if I did, that "Dove of Peace" would leave me, however 
there was a constant song of praise going up to God from my 
heart. I prepared supper but no one cared to eat. Finally 
I said to my sister Lydia and Cora,"Oh, girls, this has been 
the happiest day of my life." They both began to cry and Cora 
said,"Lydia, lets go up stairs and get read; for prayer meet¬ 
ing." A little later I went up also and sure enough they were 
preparing for prayer meeting. They were earnestly praying and 
waiting on God. I felt let to go into their-room to pray with 
them. The power of God was mightly upon them, and it was only 
a short while until Cora was gloriously filled with the Holy 
Spirit. She was speaking a beautiful language unknown to her. 
Oh, the joy of those wonderful days! The people who- had come 
to prayer meeting that night heard what was going on. Many of 
them rushed up stairs and came to the door of our room saying 
to me,"Rose, what does this mean?" It was so marvelous but I 
didn't know how to explain. Later on we went down stairs and 
prayer meeting was in progress. People were slain under the 
power of God all over the room. Five received a roost wonderful 
Baptism that night. 

This was soon noised abroad throughout the town and the 
neighborhood and hungry hearts from far and near came to our 
heme any hour of the day to pray and wait on God to be filled 
with the Holv Spirit They did not mind walking ra-^nv miles to 
get there. They were richly rewarded for they received the 

same experience, which meant so much to them. 

Thus the Pentecostal work in Latah, Washington began, 
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The flame was lit in many hearts by the Holy Spirit, and 
the fire soon spread to the EDWALL area. There were some people 
there who were earnestly serving God and were much in prayer. 

At that time Rev. R.D. Streyfeller was ministering at Edwall. 

At a home prayer meeting he was filled with the Holy Spirit. He 
was a well known minister in the Northwest becoming very active 
in the Northwest District Assemblies of God. 

Rose Pittman and Cora Fritsch, (from Latah), Bertha Milligan 
and May Law, (believed to be from Reardan), and some others were 
among the first Pentecostal missionaries from those areas. Rose 
Pittman and May Law sailed directly to Hong Kong. They arrived 
Sept. 2, 1907. 

They lived through the deadly small pox epidemic. After a 
year and a half of fruitful ministry they were joined by Cora 
Fritsch and Bertha Milligan who had been in Japan until that time. 
Later Cora Fritsch married Homer Faulkner, a missionary from 
Phoenix, Arizona. After she had been married only nine months 
she passed away. After a strenuous term in China, Homer Faulkner, 
Bertha Milligan, and Rose Pittman decided to go home on a furlough. 
They left Hong Kong April 8, 1913. 

While at home. Rose Pittman worked hard to present the need 
of China to those she ministered to. 

At that time the Rev. Offilers were living in Spokane. While 
visiting in the Offiler home she met Edward Dowing who served a 
terra as missionary in Japan. They later were married on June 17, 
1914. They returned to China serving the Lord there until Dec. 
1916, Upon returning to the States they had a very effective 
ministry in the Northwest District. 

(The Northwest District of the Assemblies of God was formed 
in June 1919,in Seattle. It encompassed Western Montana, Idaho 
Oregon, and Washington.) 

Faith Streyfeller married B.E.A. Hoffman, known in his home 
area of Harrington, as Ben Hoffman. After receiving the Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, he also became a well known minister through¬ 
out the Northwest District. 

The Earl Dormaiers of Hartline, Washington have a picture of 
a German Methodist Camp meeting near Edwall, Washington held June 
23-28, 1909. The picture shows an attendance of at least 150 
people. 

In 1918 Rev. R D. Streyfeller held a Camp Meeting in the 
Edwall area of the Wendlandt grove. 

There was a group of people living in Seattle and Everett and 
the surrounding area that were Pentecostal in belief and exper¬ 
ience. Brother Offiler was at that time pastor of a Pentecostal 
church in Seattle. They too were among those that had a particular 
burden for the farming people of Eastern Washington. They prayed 
for them for months in real intercessory prayer. God answered 
their prayers. 

God usually works on both ends of the line. The Kleins and 
Fritschs, of Latah, had brought the news of Pentecost to the Sam 
Pursch and Charles Rux families. The Herman Bursch family sold 
their farm south of Rocklyn to the Dillinger family and moved to 
the Seattle area. Some of the members of the family soon received 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. They began to send back reports 
to the Rocklyn area of the mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
that they were experiencing. Rev. R.D. Streyfeller was then on 
the coast. He also was sending reports of the outpouring of God's 



spirit to relatives and friends that lived in the same area. 

A Community Sunday School was being conducted in Duck Lake 
area, somewhat west of Rocklyn, with B.E.A, Hoffman leading. 

His brother Henry A. Hoffman aided with his wife Minnie, playing 
the organ. Many of these were truly hungry for the things of 
God. The Hoffman and Bursch families were members of the same 
Methodist Church between Rocklyn and the Earl School house. 

In 1918 there was an awful plague of Influenza over much of 
the world and many died. The Rocklyn and Harrington families 
were not excluded. Many of these people received a real heal¬ 
ing from the Lord during this time. 

News reached the area surrounding Rocklyn that a Camp Meet¬ 
ing was being planned at the grove on the former Bursch farm; 
many peo-ple anticipated the meetings with a real fervent hunger 
for God. 

The first Camp Meeting at Bursch’s grove was started in 
June and continued through July,1919. It was conducted by 
Evangelist John McConnell that came from the Seattle and Everett 
areas. The meetings were well attended by the local people 
and many came from distant points, even Canada. 

Conditions were necessarily primitive There was no run¬ 
ning water, except that in the stream. Cooking and sanitation 
had to be adapted to the existing conditions Some stayed in 
tents. A few stayed in surrounding homes. There was no elec¬ 
tricity or ways of generating it. They used kerosene and gas¬ 
oline lanterns. A three pole tent was shipped in for the main 
tent. The floor was covered with sawdust and shavings, The 
seats were benches made with boards. They thought little of 
the conditions, they were there to seek God and were greatly re¬ 
warded . 

There was much joyful singing. They had several instruments 
in addition to the piano, including guitars, banjos, and horns. 
There were many pianists. 

There was a ’’Holy Awe" about the Camp. Thelma Hoffman Butcher 
described the special reverence as the congregation sang, "Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty." 

Evangelist John McConnell did much of the preaching. He 
was described as a fiery preacher. It was reported that he spent 
much of the time between services in another nearby grove. There 
he prayed and interceded with God. When he would come to the 
pulpit he had a word from the Lord. He spoke with great power 
and anointing. 

Whether people received the message or not they were strongly 
affected. 

There were two wealthy ladies from the Seattle and Everett 
area that came to the meetings to be of help. They came in their 
big limousines, but instead of wearing their finery, they wore 
cotton print dresses so the farm ladies would feel comfortable 
around them. They conducted themselves very humbly. They were 
able to pray for and with believers that were seeking to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 

Wonderful altar services were held. It was one of the most 


important part of the 
and praise to God for 
with the Holy Spirit, 
earnestly and out Icud 


services. They would linger in prayer 
hours. Many were saved and many were filled 
It was not uncommon for the people to pray 
for four to six hours. There was 2 spirit 


of prayer. They prayed as described in Romans 8:26-27. "Likewise 


the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what 
we should pray for as weought: but the Spirit itself maketh inter- 


cession for us with Rroanings w hich cannot be uttered. And he 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will 

of God.” 

Charles Phinney wrote years ago that when people met the con¬ 
ditions that God would send a Revival. May we search our hearts 
and meet the conditions. May we experience a mighty Revival in 
our day! 

Many prayed through to real victory in their lives. The 
people settled matters with God so that So-called counseling 
was practically unheard of. The meetings might be described as 
one great "Tarrying Meeting." Not that they were waiting for the 
Holy Spirit to come; they were waiting on God to do a real work 
in their, hearts so the Spirit of God would have His way in their 
lives and hearts. They received such an experience from God that 
it changed their lives. There was prayer day and night and some¬ 
times all night. The people learned the blessing of PRAYING 
THROUGH and WAITING ON GOD. 

Throughout history the altar, called by various names, has 
always filled an important role in denominations that have ex¬ 
perienced real Revivals. One cannot help wondering how a church 
can expect a REVIVAL when there is no provision for prayer or 
even an altar for prayer. 

There is no effort to mention the names of those that were 
saved in these meetings or who were Baptized in the Holy Ghost. 

There were many, and God knows those who received from the Lord. 
Names have been mentioned in this article before and will be for 
definite reasons. 

There were signs accompaning the preaching of the Word. Won¬ 
derful miracles took,place by the power of God. Eleanor Hoffman, 
who later became Mrs. Chester Bursch, had an incurable disease, 
with hepatitis, and a growth on her neck. As they prayed for her 
God healed her of the incurable disease and other problems she 
had. The growth on her neck lit up with the glory of God as they 
prayed, then completely disappeared. She confirms this to me as 
well as did her sister. She is now living in Spokane.(1981). 

Julius Hoffman's daughter Florence was healed of near blindness. 

At a later time, as they were praying at home, Mrs. B.E.A. Hoffman's 
eyes were healed. Other miracles took place, some at a later time. 
Stewart Wilson had a big car. At the service he found that he 
did not have gasoline enough to drive home..- Stewart prayed that 
God would enable them to drive home, and they drove all the way 
home up hill and down hill on an empty tank On another occasion, 
Roy Warwick had a car in which he had taken several young people 
to service with him. When he realized he had no gasoline to drive 
home, he earnestly prayed. God provided him ten dollars to get 
gasoline. As they drove along they discovered a sack of groceries 
with a twenty dollar bill in it, along the road. No one made a 
claim on it. Some would say, "Oh, it just happened." Isn't it 
wonderful to know what HAPPENS when people earnestly pray! 

Those who were present at the meetings emphasize the Holy 
presence of God. They felt a "Holy Awe" as they walked about the 
Camp. It is said that there was such conviction and such presence 
of God that some even left the harvest fields to come and seek God. 
They received what they needed and had power and victory in their 
live® . 

When so many people got saved they decided to have a baptismal 
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service. They had no baptistry. There was a small stream flow¬ 
ing by the Camp that was fed by a spring. They dicided to dig a 
tank type hole in the stream to use as a baptistry. There were 
several who obeyed the Lord and followed in water baptism. They 
reported that the water was "COLD" when they were baptized. 

Vera Miner was one of those who came from Seattle from the 
church in which Rev. Offiler was the minister. She was a real 
help in the meetings. It was at this Camp that she received the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Thelma Butcher speaks of the deep 
impression that was left on her personal life. There was a 
message in tongues and Vera Miner interpreted. She was especially 
impressed when her father leaned over and said,"LISTEN, this Is 
God speaking." 

Willa Streyfeller and Wille held children's meetings 

most of the days of the Camp. The children learned many scrip¬ 
tures and important spiritual truths. They were conducted in 
the front room of the Dillinger home which previously had been 
the Bursch home and to which they later returned . Ll} I 'KIs.iy? 

The respectful and loving manner in which , 

then a teenager, escorted her aged grandfather Rux about the 

Camp, impressed some very much. 

One might note that then and much later they had no special 
programs or social life for the young people. The young people 
remained true then and later by the real manifestation of God’s 
power they had witnessed. This has always been true; nothing 
holds Young People like the real things of God being manifest 
among the people. 

They had experienced a truly great Revival! Many were saved 
and many had received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with a new 
life and power in their lives. Others received a renewed walk 
with God. There were those who not only refused the Pentecostal 
message, but actually made it difficult for those who did. The 
Methodist Church refused to allow the brethren to teach the Pente¬ 
costal message of testify of it. Since the Pentecostal exper¬ 
ience and message had brought them into a closer walk with God 
and it was refused by the Methodist Church of which many had been 
members they felt there was no option except for them to withdraw 
from the Methodist Church. This brought about a division among 
neighbors and friends and some hard feelings. They felt they 
could not deny what God had done for them or back down from the 
liberty into which Christ had brought them. 

The first Camp at Bursch's gr*ve, south of Rocklyn, contin¬ 
ued for nearly two months. Since many were farmers, they had to 
somewhat close the meetings to care for their crops. The meet¬ 
ings did not completely stop. On Sundays and at other times the 
meetings continued with the leadership of B.E.A. Hoffman, Louie 
Hoffman, and Herman Knack. 

In late August Evangelist Greenman, a Railroad Evangelist, 
held a meeting for a week. Rev. Greenman had two large suit¬ 
cases. On one side he had painted, "R.W. Greenman traveling 
Railroad Evangelist." On the other 
creed but Christ, no law but love." 
four inches tall. 

In September of the same year there was another Camp Meeting 
held at Bursch's grove. It also was conducted by Rev. John 
McConnell and Rev. R.D. Streyfeller. They also had the meeting 

plus meetings at Abbot home and the Earl 

year of much religious activity. 
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He was a large man six feet 


with Evangelist Greeman 
School house. It was a 



In late October this new group used what is known as the 
Abbot house across from the Earl School house. They also 
renovated the old Earl school house for a place of worship. 

God blest these meetings and the attendance became so great 
that there was need of another building. They considered 
moving to Davenport. Finally they dicided to buy the old 
Methodist Church building in Harrington. 

One can better understand the quality of the people that 
attended these meetings by the things that took place. When 
they bought the church building in Harrington, the people gave 
sacrificially. The Henry A. Hoffmans had saved in order to 
build them a necessary new home. They gave the money for the 
church building, and did not even tell the rest of the'family. 

They fixed up a small building, called the chicken house, for 
them and their family and lived in it for years. None of the 
family seemed to complain. Henry Hoffman had a pair of bin¬ 
oculars which he prized very much and used considerably. One 
of the missionaries advertized that he needed a pair of bin¬ 
oculars for his work. Henry Hoffman sent the binoculars to 
the missionary. The missionary sent hima very nice letter of 
appreciation and thanks to God. The results of the conse¬ 
cration of these people was the greatest testimony that could 
be made, when one considers how many lives have been affected 
and touched. 

In the Summer of 1920 a Camp Meeting was held in the pas¬ 
ture of the bottom lands near the Earl School house. Rev. 

Greenman was the speaker on that occasion. One Sunday after¬ 
noon in September, Vinnie (Mrs. Archie) McDonald spoke. Her¬ 
bert Hassler had attended the two Camp meetings at the Bursch's 
grove and had been definitely convicted. He gave his heart to 
the Lord that day. Mr. Hessler received the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit Thanksgiving of that same year. He worked in the 
fruit harvest at Peach; becoming acquainted with some of the 
residents, and is now living in Tacoma. To show somewhat of the 
influence of these meetings; he has two sons that are min¬ 
isters in Washington and another son that is a minister in 
Mississippi. The two grandaughters husbands are also ministers 
as well as his grandson. All are Assemblies of God ministers. 

During the Winter of 1920-21 Evangelist John McConnell held 
a very stirring Revival in the HARRINGTON church. The glory of God 
rested upon the meetings and were well attended. Harrington people 
participated as well as those from surronding towns and communities. 
God's blessing rested on these meetings as it had on the meetings in 
the Abbot house and the Earl School house meetings. People would 
attend the services in any way-they could. They would come for 
the morning service, bringing their lunch so they could attend the 
afternoon meetings. Some would have to go home for necessary 
chores then return for the evening service. Then they would 
remain seeking the Lord until eleven or twelve o'clock at night 
before going home. Some even walked seven miles to attend 
church. 

Rev. Archie McDonald became the first pastor of the church 
at Harrington. He was a quiet man in contrast to Rev. McConnell 
who was quite fiery. Mrs. McDonald did most of the preaching. 

Rev. B.E.A. Hoffman led a Young People's choir much of the 
time from 1921 to 1928. The Church did not have a special 
program for young people and children. They were integrated 

into the regular services and were a regular part of it. As they 
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Identification of names in picture 


By courtesy of Thelma Butcher 
Front row*---left to right 

Beulah Rux, Ruth Marler, Viola Hoffman, Lila McMilL^n, Martha 
Hire, (Miss Young)( I don't remember her first name she was a 
cousin of the Hall children), Robert McMill|^an, Emma McMaster, 

Evelyn Hoffman, Dorothy Hoffman, Mrs. Cagle (the lady in the 
wheel chair), Mrs. Hildreth (standing behind her, Eleanor Bursch 
(a cousin of Chester Bursch, Mr. Hildreth, Ella Kiehn. Mabel Rux, 
Aileen Rux, Bessie Rux, Lila Bursch (with'^ible), Mabel Hughes, 

Nicia Hire, Hulda Lamparter. 

Second Row-left to right 

Clarence Young (with cap on), Stanton Bursch, Ray Huddle, Ralph 
Bursch, Ben Hall Jr., Everett Hall, Mrs. Charlie McMill^an (holding 
baby Donald), Mrs. Ben Hall, Mrs. Hughes (with hat on), Mrs. Julius 
Hoffman, Geneva Hoffman (with feathered hat), Eleanor Hoffman, Florenc 
Kiehn, Chloe Wilson (with hat.) 

Third Row-left to right 

Cecil Bursch (above Stanton Bursch) , Roy Warwick, Ward Streyfeller 
Herbert Hoffman, "Sbe Huddle Jr. (blonde), Owen Womack, Alvin 
McMill;^an, Ben Hall, (skip lady with the jumper dress) Faith 
(Mrs. Ben) Hoffman, Mrs. J^e Huddle (with cap), Mr. Hire (don't 
know his first name with mustache), Mr. 3be Huddle Sr. (bald), 

Earl Warwick, (directly below) and Luther Marler (blonde) to his 
left. 

Fourth Row-«--left to right 

Herman Bursch (black mustache), Archie Bursch, Alvin Keihn 
(almost hidden), Lovell Warwick (cousin of Roy), Wilmer Hoffman 
(the l^tttle boy on the porch), (skip over to the gal with the round 
face) Thelma Hoffman, Mary Tess (Leancyrd's Sister) Hannah (Mrs. 
Leonard) Tess, Lena Bursch (Mrs. Sam ) Charles Rux sister Mr. 

Sam Bursch. ’ 

Last group on porch-left to right 

Charles Rux, Ben Hoffman, Julius Hoffman, Harold Hildreth. 

Mrs. Herman Bursch, Simon Hoffman, George Hall, Mrs. Marler, 

(Frank Marler's mother), Mrs. Carles Rux (Julia) Sister of 

Herman Bursch, Mrs. Henry Hoffman (with sailor hat), Mr. Henry 
Hoffman, ^ 










































































gtew to a.§ult life they merely continued to take their mormal 
place in the church .That which held them, was the power and 
presence of God, the only thing that satisfies .young or rjid 
regardless of fhe time in which we live. . 

Some received the Pentecostal message eagerly and whole 
heartedly. There were others who did not only refuse the 
message, but gave stro.ng opposition. The Harrington Mayor's 
son was saved and filled with the Holy Spirit-: ^WhiTe at the 
altar with the tpower of God resting upon^^iin, 'his father and 
Some friends came i-hto the service and forcibly •removed-him 
With great difficulty’ This event stirfdd;such feel^gS^ 
it was only possible, to resolve the matper ..I5y'a. .ineet^hg-hf 
some of the bretheren and the' opposition'. .1. did .-not'C.t'earh 
whether the matter wa^ settled in or out of: court.^ 
remained faithful to the Lord and. later marr'ied^a.'^hristian * 
girl. Together they became very active in -opening hew churches 

in the Tacoma area. 

When the Northwest District of the Assemblies of God was 
first formed; it was considered more of an organization of 
ministers than an organization of churches .The Harrington 
church was not at first considered as Assembly of God. As 
problems arose it became more apparent.that they should associate 
with some reliable organization. After some debate they finally 
decided to become an Assembly of God. Some say it never be* 
came associated, but the record of the District show it was 
officially listed as an Assembly of God. Just when it be-^ 
came associated is not clear. It is supposed that the decision 
was reached during the time Rev. J.S. Eaton was Pastor, from 


1922 to 1924. 

When the church did not have a regular pastor,. different 
laymen and visiting ministers would fill in. At times they met 
in homes. They reported as many as ten homes open to them for 
services. When the roads were blocked by snow they met as they 

could and kept the church alive. 

In 1926 Rev. William Blackburn and his bride came to 
Harrington by train. ’'He enquired of the Railroad agent whether 
there were any Pentecostal people in the area. He was referred 
to Charles Rux. The young couple started walking to the Rux 
farm. They were given a ride by some neighbors and taken to the 
Rux farm. Others of the congregation were notified resulting in 
Evangelistic meetings being arranged. It is reported that the 
meetings were good and that the Blackburns had a good ministry. 

They held a short meeting with Brother Grant,a single man. Among 
the people that came into the church at the time was the William 
Hardy family. Esther Hardy later became Mrs.. C.K. Jolly of Coulee 
City. She was a great help and blessing there also. Much effort 
had been expended by the Harrington congregation at Peach which 
will later be referred to. The Hardy and Hoffman young people would 
occasionally attend the Peach services to be of such help as they 
could be in 1929-30, even after Rev. B.P.Wilson had become the reg¬ 
ular pastor. The Har-dy boys were an important factor in opening 
the Silver Lake Camp near Medical Lake, Washington. 

Sometime.^in-1927.Rev. C.W. Philleo pastored the Harrington 
Assembly. Rev. R.A.Wilson Sr. became pastor of the Harrington 
Church early in 1929. There was a good response on the part of the 
people. At that time finances were difficult, but the people gave 
sacrificially. They also brought such produce from their farms as 
they could. The Wilson's fared as well as most of the 





people of the congregation. ^ ^ v t j 

During their ministry Revival meetings were held by Leonard 

Rogers and Guy Renfrew. There was also a meeting held by the 

Spencers of St. Louis, Missouri. Rev. R.A. Wilson Sr. and 

the Harrington congregation held meetings at Peach occasionally. 

In the lace Fall of 1929 there was a joint baptismal ser¬ 
vice by the Harrington and Peach Assemblies in the Harring¬ 
ton church baptistry. The Peach church did not have a baptistry. 
They had been using Hawk Creek as their baptistry. There was 
no hot water piped into the baptistry and no convenient way of 
heating the water. Rev. R.A. Wilson Sr. filled the baptistry 
with cold water. He thought that a tub full and boiler full of 
hot water would be sufficient to -moderate the water in the bap¬ 
tistry. Since most of the candidates for baptism were from 
Peach and I was their pastor. I went into the wat-er first. I 
had a little sermonette that I planned to give while standing in 
the water. When I first stepped into the water, the water was 
so cold that my sermonette disappeared. I could only pray, God 
give me grace to stay in this water." I felt like the calves of 
my legs would freeze. I baptized about ten. Then my brother 
baptized two. Then I helped him baptize a crippled young man. 

When we were finished I needed no invitaiton to get out of that 
water, dry off, and put on dry clothes. 

In the Winter of 1929-1930 one of the families of the 
Harrington church built a new house. They had it dedicated by a 
prayer meeting. It was a cold night. When we got ready to go 
home, several cars were frozen and had to be chawed out in order 

for the families to drive home. 

Rev. R.A. Wilson Sr. left Harrington in the latter part of 

1930. He, several years later became Assistant Superintendent 

of the Northern California and Nevada District of the Assemblies 

of God for about fifteen years. 

The Harrington Assembly was then served by Eleanor Ellingson 

and Nora Langrldge. Later Eleanor Ellingson became the wife of 
Archie Bursch and they served on the Evangelistic Field for some 
time. Eleanor was killed in an automobile accident. ^ ^ 

Various groups held meetings in DAVENPORT. They all joined 
together with the Harrington congregation and formed an Assembly 

of God at Davenport. i , j 

In 1937 the church building at Harrington was dismantled and 

the materials used in the building at Davenpbrt. Charles Rux, 

assisted by Elwend and Aileen Kruger, secured the E.U.B. church 

building near Rocklyn and dismantled it. This material was also 

used in the Davenport building. 

Roy Warwick was the first pastor of the new Davenport Assembly 
October 20, 1974 a new building had been added to the first 
building and was Dedicated. Rev. Gail B. Oct was the pastor. 

Many attended the Dedication including Rev. & Mrs. Frank McAllister 
who was then the District Superintendent, Gordon Nickell, who was 
Che Architect-Designer, Irwin Kruger Che contractor, Rev. J.S 
Eaton and part-fo his -family, quite a crowd of local people, and 
Rev & Mrs. B.P. Wilson. They now have a beautiful and functional 


building and a good congregation. 

The results and good that have 
at Bursch's grove and the meetings 
to God. The results that are known 


emanated from the Camp Meetings 
that followed are only known 
stagger the imagination. It 
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was a Revival so far reaching chat it greatly affected many 
lives in the State of Washington and surrounding States, even 
to the Mission Field. Many that have been affected by it are 
unaware of it. 

Some of the ministers that were at least partially the 
result of the influence of these Revivals will be alluded too. 

Some of the churches that were started as a direct result of 
these meetings and some of the churches that are the indirect 
result of these meetings are known. It's effect indeed covered 
the Northwest and continues to bless down through the years. 

Vera Miner came from Seattle to help in the first Camp at 
Bursch's grove. She received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and 
felt called of God to do missionary work while at the Camp. She 
went to Japan with the Colliers in November of 1919. She had to 
completely trust God for her financial needs. Ralph Mader 
visited the Camp held in September at Bursch's grove. He also 
went to Japan as a Missionary. The two married in Japan in 1920,. 
They spent a term there and returned in 1921. Upon returning, 
they worked with the Young People in Pastor Offiler's church in 
Seattle. They then ministered in Colfax and the Pullman Assemblies. 
They ministered to many college students attending Washington 
State University (then Washington State College) and'thereby 
exercised a great influence. They now minister in a Home at 
Clarkston, Washington. 

Sam Bursch and his son, Stanton, with Archie Bursch attended 
the Aimee Semple McPherson school, one winter. 

Chester Bursch married Eleanor Hoffman in the Harrington church 
in 1924. They ministered in several places, including Peach and 
River Homes. There they held meetings and also did much personal 
work among the people. They also went to Peach after their 
original meetings on Saturdays and Sundays to continue their work. 
They did much to cause the work to grow until a pastor was in¬ 
stalled. Archie Bursch would work with them a great deal. Much 
of the ministry of Archie and Chester Bursch was together. 

The Chester Bursch's held what is believed to be the first 
Tent meeting in the Okanogan Valley in OMAK. While conducting 
the meeting they met Rev. Carl Carlson, the father of Rev. R.J. 
Carlson, a former District Superintendent. He was doing per¬ 
sonal work in Omak by passing out tracts and personal testimony. 

In 1922 or 1923 the Bursch's and other saints held a Tent 
Meeting in Odessa. They would not receive the message. Now 
Icabod seems to be written there 

In 1925 some of the saints from Deer Park had, been driving 
to Spokane for services. The Bursch's started the work in Deer 
Park. In 1929 Rev. B.P Nordby was their Pastor 

Rev. R.D. Streyfeller, Rev. B.E.A. Hoffman, and Rev. Charles 

Marion conducted meetings near REARDAN. 

Elbert Trinkle married Edith Uribe of Peach and were active 
in the opening of new works in CHELAN and around SPOKANE. 

The Bursch's helped Evangelist McConnell in an early work 
at Pendleton, Oregon. In Pendleton they received severe opposi¬ 
tion They rotten egged Evangelist McConnel and kidnapped him, 
eventually turning him loose. 

The Bursch's secured a store building in RITZVILLE. With 
the help of the Harrington people they conducted a series of 
mpp'-ingc; in that place. They also conducted a meeting in vE’.:pCRT. 





























In 1931 Archie Bursch was pastor in BRIDGEPORT. Later the 
Chester Bursch's conducted special meetings including a month o-f" 
prayer. At that time results were not so apparent as later. 

While they were a Bridgeport they had the sorrow of losing their 

Wanda Joy. Their boy was also bitten with what was supposed a 

black Widdow spider. Blotches appeared on his skin, he become 
stiff, and his eyes rolled back in his head. He seemed to be 
dying. In answer to prayer God raised him up. The Sam Buckinghams 
were converted in California in 1922, and were active through 
out the history of Bridgeport. Many will long remember how they 
enjoyed Sam and his wife Kathryn singing together. The first 
pastor of the Bridgeport church was Lloyd Smith C.W. Hart was 
the next-pastor. It was at Bridgeport that Frank Edgemon was 
saved. He had felt the call of God upon his heart for the min¬ 
istry since he was sixteen. He started the work in OROVILLE. 

The Luther Morrises and the Louis Millers moved to BREWSTER and 

started a work there. Frank Edgemon later became Pastor in Coulee 
City. Waves continued by the Holy Spirit being outpoured in a 
few many years earlier in Spokane. 

During the winter of 1932-33 the Archie Bursch's and the 
Chester Bursch's were pastoring a downtown Mission in Spokane. 

In 1933 the Bursch brothers started Che work in LIND. They 
secured an old church building and cleaned it for services. The 
services began with six people. The workers slept in the base¬ 
ment on the floor until the Lord provided better accomodations. 

Rev. Archie Bursch was very active in ministry in the State 
in various capacities, including meetings at MANSFIELD, BREWSTER, 
AND COULEE CITY. He later married Joy Rasmussen of Spokane, 
the daughter of Rev. J.E. Rasmussen. 

Lillian Kline married Rev. Plankenhorn of Yakima. 

At the time of the Camp Meeting at Bursch's grove, Leonard 
Tess was courting Hannah Bakenhus. They were married. He was 
not engaged in active ministry, but became very active in 
building the church at WATERVILLE, Washington. Heeven took off 
for an extended period to work on the building. His family had 
an important part in the Wacerville church for years. Later 
their daughters Joanne and Donna married brothers. Joanne 
married George Dormaier, and Donna married Earl Dormaier. They 
have taken an active part in the HARTLINE Assembly and raised 
their families there. 

The Marler family started a church near'TACOMA. 

Owen Womack prea’ched some as a layman. 

The Kruger boys, who were not yet born, are continuing the 
waves started in the Harrington meetings. They are now pastor¬ 
ing in Washington. 

Rev. J.S. Eaton started the church in Walla Walla. Rev. 

R.D, Streyfeller and John McConnell held a large meeting there. 

Rev. J.S.Eaton and Herman Bursch had much to do with the build¬ 
ing of a church building there. 

Rev. B.E.A. Hoffman became a wellknown minister in the Dis¬ 
trict. He pastored in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. 

This is only a partial list of the ministers and churches 
that emanated from the Revivals that took place in the Harrington 


area . 

The Harrington congregation 
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community along the Columbia River and part way along Hawk Creek. 
It is now covered by water back of Grand Coulee Dam, known as 
Roosevelt Lake. 

The first Pentecostal meetings were held in Peach during 
the Summer of 1920. Mrs. Archie McDonald did most of the 
preaching. Some from Rocklyn, Harrington, and surrounding area 
came to help. The message was cautiously received, being new 
to them. The seed was sown in hearts. Lily Uribe and Evelyn 
Balcom were the first two to be converted there. It was a be¬ 
ginning. 

In the summer of 1921 a Camp Meeting was held in the Simmons 
cow pasture not too far from Hawk Creek. The meetings were 
conducted by Rev. R.D. Streyfeller, assisted by some from the 
Harrington Congregation. More turned to the Lord in that meeting. 

Another Camp Meeting was held in Peach in 1922 by Rev. J.S. 
Eaton, again assisted by those of the Harrington congregation. 

It is said that several turned to the Lord in that meeting. Some 
rejected the message. Some never did turn to the Lord. 

The meetings were continued as often and as circumstances 
made it possible. Some of the meetings were held in packing 
sheds or whatever building was available at the time. 

Chester Bursch and Eleanor Hoffman were married in 1924 
They and Archie Butsch held a series of meetings at Peach soon 
after their marriage. They also did considerable soul winning 
and witnessing among the people of Peach and at River Homes. 

They and others of the Harrington congregation kept the work 
alive. The Peach congregation then began to consider their own 
building. They secured and dismantled a building in preparation 
for the new church building. 

Some of the Peach congregation ran into opposition when 
they received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Among them were 
two Sunday School teachers who were relieved of their classes. 
William Timmons had been Sunday School Superintendent. He did 
conduct the service that morning, but no more. 

In early 1929 Rev. R.A. Wilson Sr. became pastor of the 
Harrington Assembly. He and others from the Harrington con¬ 
gregation held meetings at Peach occasionally, 

In June of 1929 Rev. B.P. Wilson came to pastor the con¬ 
gregation at Peach. He had previously pastored at South San. 
Francisco, California. He was a graduate from Glad Tidings 
Bible Institute and was quite young at the time. 

He came to Harrington with his brother on the advice of 
Rev. Frank Gray, the Northwest District Superintendent. His 
brother and his wife took him to Peach and introduced him to the 
various members of the congregation. He arrived with thirty- 
five cents in his pocket. The people received him kindly.. They 
made every provision for him that they could. The offerings were 
not large, but they would bring in food stuffs and every pro¬ 
vision he really needed. Tom and Bessie Slemp and their daughter 
Nettie and Ben Leschinsky especially befriended him. Little did 
I know that Leschinsky's daughter would become his daughter-in-law. 

He arrived at Peach on Thursday. He arranged his house on 
Friday, using the things that were provided by the Peach con 
gregation. On Saturday Grat Slemp and he moved and prepared 
rocks that were used in the foundation of the church building. On 
Sunday they had church in Sirrmons packing shed near the Uribe 




house. On Monday they started the building in earnest By the 
following Saturday night the sub-floor was laid and three walls 
were standing. 

When the packing shed was needed they held services in the 
front room of the Charles Lynn home. As soon as the church was 
far enough along to use, services were held in it. The church 
and living quarters were completed and painted early in 1930. 

On occasion the Peach congregation and pastor would hold 
meetings Sunday afternoon at the EGYPT school house and also 
the ENTERPRISE school house. Clarence Caves, from River Homes, 
took a load of people from Peach to WELLPINIT for services 
and were well received. 

The Sunday School, Sunday night and midweek meetings were 
well attended at Peach with encouraging spiritual results. One' 
problem was the Sunday morning Service. After .Sunday School 
practically everyone left. Bertha Tinunons and Chloe Nelson made 
up the Sunday morning congregation practically every Sunday 
morning for the first winter. A Revival meeting was conducted 
with Rev. and Mrs, Frank Smith in the Fall. 

While Rev. B.P.Wilson went to California in May 1930, the 
church burned. It was clearly a case of arson. The arsonist was 
arrested and spent a year in a mental institution. He was asked 
the reason for setting the church on fire? He answered, "chose 
holy rollers are postilyting (proselyting) the Methodist church." 
When Rev. Wilson returned with his bride, the building was com¬ 
pletely burned and the rocks of the foundation were cracked to 
small pieces by the heat from the fire. 

The congregation and people at Peach had prepared the only 
available building for them to live in. The building had been a 
garage. It lacked manu modern conveniences, but was as good as 
most people of the area enjoyed. 

About this time a real spiritual battle was fought. It seems 
that the powers of darkness descended on God’s people. Seldom 
does one experience such a spiritual battle. The Wilsons were 
poisoned, probably by someone putting poison in their drinking 
water. The Lord protected them and gave victory. 

The insurance money was taken and with it a building on 
Ft. Spokane was purchased. This building was dismantled and 
hauled to Peach. With it they built a new church building with 
a separate parsonage. 

In the Fall of 1930 the B.P. Wilsons left for other ministries. 

They were immediately followed by Kathryn Rueck and Laura 
Loree. During their ministry much was accomplished. One of the 
miracles that took place was with the baby daughter of Maurice 
and Eva Lynn. She had very crooked legs and feet. As they pray¬ 
ed for her she was immediately healed. She is now conducting a 
Sunday School a few miles east of the old Ft. Spokane.(1981) 

The results of their ministry were very pronounced. People were 
saved and filled with the Holy Spirit. The morning services 
had much better attendance and the church was edified. 

The Wilsons returned in the late summer of 1932, in response 
to a petition signed by the congregation. The work continued. 

Rev. Harry DeVries conducted a Revival Campaign in the Fall of 

1933. 

They held the first Pentecostal meetings in WILBUR during the 
winter of 1^32-3'^. The meetings were held in the old Wesleyan 
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Methodist building and there was a good response. 

During this time preparations were being made to build the 
Grand Coulee Dam, Since this would flood the whole of Peach, 
the government bought the entire area. It took time to settle 
for all the property and for people to move and make other 
arrangements. Clearing crews came in to remove the buildings 
that had not been moved, the trees,brush, and anything necessary 
for the forming of the new Lake. 

Rev. Mrs. A.B.Crabb had been invited to consider Peach, but 
instead felt led to go to HAMILTON, Montana. While there were 
a few residents left at Peach, Rev. Harry DeVries occasionally 
filled .in. 

From Peach, people were scattered to many places. Some 
became very active in other churches and became important factors 
in them. The influence they had and the- inf4uence of their 
children and grandchildren cannot be measured. 

The B.P. Wilsons left in the Fall of 1933- 

Prayer had been a big and essential part of the church from 
the time Bro. Born, the Pittmans, and others had received the 
Holy Spirit. Rev. R.D. Streyfeller had received the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit during a time of deep prayer. All through the 
various*Camps and meetings that followed much prayer was an 
essential. It was the source of much of the power through the 
Holy Spirit. More was accomplished in the lives of people at 
the altars of prayer than by all the explanations and words of 
preachers. There"is no equal to the Word of God being preached 
with the anointing of the Holy Spirit, followed by the Word of 
God being settled in the heart at the altar of prayer as the 
people wait before God. 

The Word was preached, believed, and received. There was no 
effort to add to or take away from the Word of God. Realizing 
that men's wisdom is "foolishness " with God. There was no 
effort to substitute for the Holy things of God. 

It is quite notable that in all the research and enquiry 
concerning these meetings no one made any reference to any 
sermon that any of the preachers preached. They only made ref¬ 
erence saying chat it was with power, or anointed, or fiery, or 
calm or similar statements. It was not the sermons that con¬ 
verted men, but the power of God through the Word. There was no 
occasion for anyone to glory in men. The preachers were merely 
instruments through which God worked by His power. In fact 1 
have witnessed a great Revival where the presence and power of 
God was so mighty that one hesitated to say or do anything lest 
he grieve the Spirit of God. He ministered well and the people 
liked it; yet their attitude seemed to. be, "Hurry and get 
through preaching so we can give ourselves to God, in prayer and 
seeking His face . " 

When the Temple was rebuilt in Jerusalem the young men re¬ 
joiced. The old men wept because the glory of the Temple did 
not compare with the glory of Solomon's Temple. When once you 
have seen a real and expensive diamond, it’s glory is so great 
one loses anv attraction for cheap and tawdry jewelery- When 
one experiences the Power and Glory of God and has experienced 
a real Pentecostal experience, he finds substitutes hold little 



attraction. In 1 Corinthians 14:16 it says, "Else when thou 
shalt bless with the Spirit, how shall he that occupieth the 
room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing 
he understandeth not what thou sayest?" Once we praised the 
Lord with our "Amens" or some praise to God, if something was 
said or done that we particularly approved of. Now so many 
handclap, not to the Lord, but for men, as in a show. The 
scriptures say in 1 Corinthians 1:29 "That no flesh glory in 
His presence. ' 

That which brought Revival in Spokane, Latah, Edwall, 
Rocklyn, Harrington, Peach, and other areas will result in 
Revival today. What a heritage is left us! Let us cherish it! 
Let us take the path that leads to the true glory of God! 
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